


Congratulations to the
German Canadian Football Club
on their 75th Anniversary from the

PROBART MAZDA
652 Wharncliffe Road South
London ON  N6J 2N4
1-800-572-3173
www.probartmazda.com

PROBART GROUP

SOUTHWEST CHRYSLER

DODGE INC.
658 Wharncliffe Road South
London ON  N6J 2N4
1-888-828-5896
www.southwestchrysler.ca

SUBARU OF LONDON
675 Wharncliffe Road South
London ON N6J 2N7
519-455-5985
www.subaruoflondon.com



1



2



3



 

   
      300 Dufferin Avenue                 Office of the Mayor 
             P.O. Box 5035  
             London ON   
             N6A 4L9 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
On behalf of the City of London, I extend warm congratulations to the German Canadian 
Football Club on its 75th anniversary.  Since establishing in 1934, the Club has provided 
a vast array of professional and recreational soccer programming for residents and 
visitors alike. 
 
In London, we recognize the valuable role sports play in ensuring a well-balanced 
community. We also appreciate the complementary roles of staff and volunteers 
working together to stage exciting competitions and special events.  
 
As such, I commend the many GCFC organizers and athletes for their ongoing 
community leadership. We are indeed enriched by your contributions, and together, you 
have helped to make London one of the best places in the world to live, work and play.    
 
As you celebrate this major milestone, we wish the Football Club much continued 
success with its growing, vibrant soccer program and may everyone in attendance enjoy 
lots of fun and make plenty of happy memories. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Anne Marie DeCicco-Best 
Mayor 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Corporation of the City of London  

Office 519.661.2500 X4920  Fax 519.661.5308 
adecicco@london.ca 

www.london.ca 
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Dear Mr Belle,
 
Thank you for your mail and for informing us on your upcoming 75th anniversary, which 
is indeed a remarkable feat in a country where football does not enjoy the exalted status 
it has in the rest of the world.
 
On behalf of President Joseph S. Blatter, I would nevertheless like to congratulate you 
on this momentous anniversary and wish you further great success for the future.
 
With kind regards from Switzerland,
 
Julia Ferguson 
 
Deputy Head of Public Relations 
Communications & Public Affairs

Fédération Internationale de Football Association
FIFA-Strasse 20    P.O. Box    8044 Zurich    Switzerland
Tel.: +41-(0)43-222 7777    
Fax: +41-(0)43-222 7878
www.FIFA.com
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Deutsch-Kanadischer Verein           German – Canadian Club 

1 Cove Road, London, Ontario, N6J 1H7, Tel. (519) 433-2901, Fax (519) 433-2121 

Email: germancanadianclub@rogers.com, www.germancanadianclublondon.com 

 

 

Schon über viele Generationen ist Fussball ein  

wichtiger Teil unserer Lebensart, Kultur und Brauch.  

Im Deutsch-Kanadischen Verein London erschien der Deutsch -
Kanadische Fussballklub als erste Klubgruppe, nur ein knappes Jahr 
nach dessen Gründung und war für viele die stärkste und führende 
Gruppe des Klubs. 
 
Heute stellt die Gruppe eine sehr beeindruckende Zahl von acht Mannschaften vor. 
 
Ich gratuliere dem Deutsch-Kanadischen Fussballklub, im Namen des  Klubvorstandes, zum 75sten 
Jubiläum und wünsche viel Erfolg in künftigen Jahren. 

 
Bob Walters, Präsident  

 
 
For many generations football (soccer) has been an important part of our lifestyle, culture and custom. 
 
In the German-Canadian Club London, the German-Canadian Football Club was the first club group to 
become active just one scant year after its founding and remained for many years the strongest and 
leading club group. 
 
Today the German-Canadian Football Club is fielding the impressive number of eight competitive teams. 
 
In the name of the entire executive committee of the German-Canadian Club London I congratulate the 
German-Canadian Football Club on its 75th anniversary and wish continued success in future. 
 
Bob Walters, President  

 



As President of the German Canadian Football Club, I take pride in 
presenting our 75th Anniversary Yearbook. Not since 1980 has there been a 
yearbook of this magnitude. The GCFC's 75th Anniversary is an 
achievement that not many soccer clubs in Canada are able to proclaim. 
From the humble beginnings in 1934, to present day, the GCFC has 
maintained a strong foundation of community, tradition, sport, and 
friendship and has always been a strong contributor to the soccer culture in 
the city of London.

I truly hope this commemorative Yearbook will show our readers glimpses 
into the history of the GCFC.  Through the diligent work of many 
contributors, we have been able to compile newspaper articles, anecdotal 
stories and photos of the long and colorful history of the FC. I hope that in 
the years to come former players, family, friends and supporters are able to 
enjoy and rekindle fond memories of our organization.

In 2009, the GCFC is a strong and vibrant soccer organization. Presently there are four men's Masters 
(35+) teams, three women's teams, a women's (30+) team and four youth teams. In the years to come, 
we hope to expand with more teams playing at all skill levels and continuing the strong roots that were 
planted many years ago.

In conclusion I dedicate this 75th Anniversary Yearbook to all the players, families, friends and 
supporters past and present. This milestone represents the many years of hard work and the endless 
volunteer hours spent in making the GCFC what it is today. Without those efforts this 75th anniversary 
and the commemorative Yearbook would not be possible.

Yours in soccer,

Juergen Belle, President GCFC
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Jürgen Klaus
Director

Paul Boin
Director

Steve Hicks
Director

Vicky Alb
Director

Steve Alb
Vice President

Jürgen Belle
President

In Appreciation
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Permission to use the London Free Press articles,
excerpts and photos in this 75th Anniversary yearbook

was granted by

The London Free Press
Susan Muszak, Publisher & CEO

and
Paul Berton, Editor-In-Chief

The London Free Press
National Comment Editor, Sun Media

German Canadian FC
2009 Executive

 

Darrin Barrow
Director

Glenn Whitehead
Director

John Sharp
Director



German Canadian FC - History

THE BEGINNING

In 1934, one year after the founding of the German 
Canadian Club, a group of young sport minded club 
members decided to form a soccer team. Two of these 
men, who were also founding members of the German 
Canadian Club, were Rudi Haehnel and Otto Meyer. 
During the first year of operation, a series of exhibition 
games were played against German Canadian teams from 
the Windsor, Kitchener and Toronto areas. In 1935 the 
German Canadian FC entered a team in the recently 
formed London and District Soccer Association. This 
league consisted of six teams, CNR, London Hosiery, 
London Winery, Young Liberals, St. Thomas and the 
German Canadians. Home games were played both at 
C.N.R.A. Park on Egerton Street and Chelsea Green Park 
on Adelaide Street. In those early years the German 
Canadians struggled and did not win a single league game 
in the first two years of competition. The German 
Canadian FC struggled through many years of turmoil 
and worked hard to maintain their identity but for years 
was unable to field a contender. Very slowly in the late 
1940's, with the influx of many new German immigrants 
the Germans Canadian FC began rebuilding their soccer 
program.

In 1952 the German Canadian Club purchased the site at 
1 Cove Road on which the club house now stands. That 
same year, Cove Road Field was built and the GCFC 
organizers started recruiting talented players to field a 
strong team in the local League. The hard work by these 
dedicated coaches and players was promising and the 
GCFC became more competitive. After the 1956 season 
due to internal strife most of the German Canadian FC 
players defected to the newly formed St. Thomas German 
Canadian Club. With this mass exodus there remained 
only four veterans to rebuild the soccer team, Carl Zwick, 
Bert Vernaleken, Jack Bratscher and Hermann Belle. 
During the winter of 1956-57 Gerhard Czuprina joined 
the organization and became President (1958-60), 
secretary and also coached the ''A'' team. Paul Tratnik 
was the treasurer. These two men, with the help of those 
previously mentioned began recruiting many young 
talented players, enabling the GCFC in later years to 
become champions and cup winners many times over. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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The Beginning
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THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
APRIL 26, 1935

THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
MAY 2, 1935
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THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
MAY 10, 1935

THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
MAY 14, 1935
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THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
MAY 23, 1935

THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
MAY 27, 1935
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THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
JUNE 3, 1935

THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
JULY 8, 1935
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THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
JULY 22, 1935

THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
JULY 29, 1935
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THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
AUGUST 12, 1935

THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO
AUGUST 19, 1935
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1953 GERMAN CANADIANS
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Back row (l-r): Heinz’s father,                    ,                    , Bert Vernaleken, Herold Schoenhard,
                       Hans Semlich, Simon Sneekes, Eugen Nothof, Rudi Haehnel
Front row (l-r): Rolf Gustaevel, Joe Baum, Heinz Koch, Hans Bludau, Karel Van DeWetering



1960s
Gunter KlausCaptures Golden Boot1963, 1968

Charlie Papp

1965 Golden Boot

Recipient

Udo Brenne

Wins 1964 Golden Boot
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1960 German Canadians1960 German Canadians



GERMAN CANADIANS
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With his more than 10 years of financial services experience, 
we at Desjardins Credit Union are confident that Nick will be 
successful in assisting you with all your financial needs. 
 

Call to book your appointment today. 
Nick Bae 519-432-6680      555 Wellington Rd, London

 

 
 

 

 

"Supporting The German Canadian Football 
Club's 75 Anniversary" 

www.desjardins.c  o  m Money Working for People 

 

 FINANCIAL SERVICES 

• Retirement Planning 

• Investment Planning 

• Home Planning 

• Reach your Financial Goals/

Objectives 

Nick Bae 
Your Financial Advisor 

German-Canadian
Football Club

on its 75th anniversary, with best wishes
for continued success and growth.

Our beautiful halls and patio are for rent at
reasonable rates, full service catering available.

519-433-2901
www.germancanadianclublondon.com

The German-Canadian
Club London

takes great pleasure in congratulating
its oldest, yet most youthful group, the

German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

THE 1960s (Success Years)

In the beginning of the 1960's the greatest obstacle 
for the GCFC was the ability to retain a permanent 
goalkeeper. In the interim goalies such as Kurt 
Teutscher and Edgar Gripp stood between “the 
pipes”. The best standing the GCFC could achieve 
was a 4th place finish. In 1961 all the hard work 
came to fruition. Kurt Teutscher became coach and 
Manager; Julius Kaponya became trainer using 
professional training techniques to develop the 
GCFC teams into formidable contenders. In addition 
the GCFC recruited a young 18 year old goalie from 
Clarke Rd. High School, Art Kussner. With the 
inclusion of additional young talented players, Jack 
Toxepeus, Gunter Klaus, Wolfgang Schroeter, 
“Seppi” Daiscak, Dario Cucinelli, Henk Koenraads 
and Michael Lutsch the GCFC began to reap the 
benefits. The First Division team won the League 
Championship in 1961, 62 and 63! They also won 
the International Cup three times between 1960 -
1965. In 1962 the team also won the coveted City 
(League) Cup!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

In 1963 the German Canadian FC formed a second team 
which captured the Second Division Championship in only 
its second year of operation. In 1965 the first team won the 
City Cup again! The following year, 1966 the second team 
had its finest season, capturing all the Second Division 
honours:  Division 2 Championship, the Sinosic Cup and 
the Schaeffer Cup. In addition the GCFC won the 
International Cup 3 times between 1961 and 1966. In 1968 
the GCFC started a youth program. A Bantam and Pee-
Wee team were entered into the London and District Minor 
Soccer Association.

As the success of the GCFC grew another opportunity 
arose. Around 1966 numerous top flight West German 
Amateur teams began touring Canada and the United State 
looking for opponents to play during their sports vacations. 
The GCFC had numerous opportunities to host these 
games and played against such West German teams as TV 
Heilbronn, SV Plattling (2x), ESV Ingolstadt-Ringsee, 
Fvgg Weingarten, SV 1911 Traisa, FC Hertha 03 Berlin, 
Polizei SV Bremen and Düsseldorf SV. These games 
resulted in London, Ontario being considered a major 
stopping point for other touring teams through the coming 
years.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

1969 was a monumental year. The GCFC was a thriving 
organization and the aspirations of the FC were coming to 
realization. At this time, Horst Ammonn (President GCFC), Max 
Gauss (Vice-President GCFC) and Herbert Dinkel (President GCC) 
were the driving force behind the German Canadian Club being 
awarded a franchise in the semi-professional National Soccer 
League. Most of the players on the NSL team were recruited from 
the successful GCFC amateur teams and this action severely 
depleted the amateur ranks. To comply with the NSL standards the 
German Canadian Club financed the revision to the soccer field 
changing its east/west direction to north/south and installed flood 
lights. Thus Cove Road Field became the first soccer field in 
London to have the highest standard in field quality.  The NSL team 
had enormous growing pains and competition at this level took its 
toll on all NSL players and any players that were used from the 
amateur ranks. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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London & District 1968 ‘B’ TeamLondon & District 1968 ‘B’ Team



German Canadians Vs. Plattling S.V.German Canadians Vs. Plattling S.V.
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1969 EXECUTIVE
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Congratulations on the 
75th Anniversary of the 

German Canadian Football Club.
 

Ruppe Travel Bureau Inc.
Barbara Weis and Staff
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Arnold Wenneker
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297 Adelaide Street S., London, Ontario N5Z 3K7

Phone: (519) 686-6633  Fax: (519) 686-9552

email: sanderspro@rogers.com  www.sanderspro.com

SERVING LONDON & AREA SINCE 1959SERVING LONDON & AREA SINCE 1959

Authorized Dealer

• BILLIARDS
• BOWLING
• DARTS
• 
• 

ENGRAVING
SERVICE

Congratulations on your 75th Anniversary
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LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER ASSOCIATION

1961 DIVISION I LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER ASSOCIATION

1962 DIVISION I LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
& CITY CUP CHAMPIONS

39



LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER ASSOCIATION

INTERNATIONAL CUP CHAMPIONS
1962-1963 & 1965

LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER ASSOCIATION

1963 DIVISION I LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
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LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER ASSOCIATION
1967 DIVISION II CHAMPIONS & SINOSIC CUP WINNERS

LONDON & DISTRICT MINOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION

1967 CENTENNIAL CUP FINALISTS, BANTAM
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In Appreciation
To All The Supporters Listed
Below For Their Generosity 

Klaus Madinger
Dieter & Gisela Marienwald
Klaus Martinek
Fred Mueller
Wolfgang Mueller
Hans J. Muxfeldt
Mrs. Anna Panzer
Mrs. Elizabeth Quintus
Ms. Sofia Rauth
Les Rose
John Sandor
Friedrich Schmidt
Reinhard Schmidt
Hans & Doris Schreff
Jason Thauer
Paul Tratnik
Riny Van Boxtel
Brian Whitehead
London Sports Hall of Fame
 

Horst & Shirley Ammonn
Herman & Irmgard Belle
Siegfried Boehme
Mark Bogacki
Udo Brenne
Ms. Caroline Dutsch
Heinz A. & Catherine Feth
Nick Grayson
Edgar Gripp
Donald Grossman, CA
Willi Hessenthaler
Mrs. Rosemarie Hoche
Siegfried Hofer
Walter Huber
Bruce ''off the cuff'' Huff
Dieter Klett
Ehrhard & Renate Kuhlmann
Paul Le Blanc
Helmut Madinger
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Cutting Edge Construction
iB4e Technologies Inc.

International Name Plate Supplies Ltd.
Norm's Tree Service

Szemenyei, Kirwin, MacKenzie LLP, Law Firm
Western Bed & Breakfast



1970s

goalies Eric Schamann and

Phil Brooman had a busy time

WOSL

Sportsman Of The Year

Bill Clark 1974

Jürgen Klaus 1979

Gunter Klaus Captures
1977 & 1979 Golden Boot

Jürgen Klaus1973 Golden Boot
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German Canadian FC Most Wanted

Have you seen these guys?



German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

THE 1970s

1970 brought growth again to the GCFC. The youth 
program was vibrant and warranted additional teams to be 
entered in the local League. Mosquito and Junior B teams 
were entered. The NSL team was getting stronger and 
aggressive recruitment resulted in the NSL team fielding a 
strong competitor in the 1971 and 1972 NSL campaigns.

In 1971 an Atom aged team was entered in the Minor 
League resulting in the GCFC having the largest youth 
program in the City of London. Depletion of the ranks of 
our London & District men's league 'A' team eventually 
resulted in the team being relegated to the Second 
Division, for the first time in its history. Ironically, that 
same year, the 'A' team finally captured the Cresswell Cup 
which had eluded them throughout the sixties. 

With a very successful Second Division team and the 
depletion of the 'A' team, the GCFC decided to disband the 
'A' team. In its place an Under-23 team was formed and 
entered into the Ontario Intermediate Soccer League in 
1972. That year proved to be very successful for our 
Soccer Club. The 'B' Team won the Second Division 
Championship and was promoted into the First Division. 
The U-23 team captured all the honours in their league; the 
pre-season League tournament, the League Championship 
and the League Cup! With the success of the U23 the 
GCFC was looking to the future at being able to provide 
quality players to the NSL team and to replenish the 
existing amateur teams program. These dreams were 
shattered when the Ontario Intermediate Soccer League 
ceased operations. 1972 produced the strongest NSL team 
and many exciting games were watched at Cove Rd field 
with crowds ranging from 500-1500 spectators. As 1972 
came to a close the GCFC debt load could not be reduced. 
Not being able to find financial backing to continue the 
NSL program resulted in the GCFC relinquishing the 
franchise to the present London City SC.

With the dissolution of the Ontario Intermediate SL, the 
transfer of the NSL franchise and the promotion of the 'B' 
team back to Division 1 a new 'A' team was formed with 
the amalgamation of various players from the NSL, Under-
23 and Second Division teams. The remainder of the 
players formed a new 'B' team and entered into the Third 
Division.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 56
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Who are these guys?
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won   4-1  and  4-0   over    teams
from     New    York    City     and
Trenton,     N.J.     Traisa     plays
again   Thursday    night   against
Sarnia    Germans    at     Sarnia’s
Norm   Perry   Park   starting    at
6:30 and winds  up  its   six game
tour   Sunday  against   an  Eliza-

ting  it  on  a  breakaway   in  the
30th  minute   of  the   first   half.
Brueninghaus     took   the    shot
and   put  the   ball  into   the  top
left-hand   side   of   the   net    as
Haecker   went  to   his  right   on
the  penalty  shot.
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1971
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1971 EXECUTIVE
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1972 German Canadians NSL1972 German Canadians NSL

Back row (l-r): Julius Kaponya, Wolfgang Mueller, Derek Floyd, Franz Brudjnak, Harry Gauss,
                        Heinz Brueninghaus, Keith Storey, Milan Behavka, Arnold Wenneker, Max Gauss
Front row (l-r): Charlie Papp, Jim Berry, Riny Van Boxtel, Stan Puskas, Stewart McDonald, 
                        Tibor Magyar, Carlo Isakovits

German Canadian FC Most Wanted
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19781978
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19791979



THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO - AUGUST 27, 1979
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THE FREE PRESS, LONDON, ONTARIO - 1979



ONTARIO INTERMEDIATE SOCCER LEAGUE
1972 LEAGUE & LEAGUE CUP CHAMPIONS

LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER LEAGUE

GERMAN CANADIANS ‘B’
DIVISION III CHAMPIONS 1974
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75th Anniversary Committee
Jürgen Belle
Jürgen Klaus
Horst Ammonn

Sub-Committees

Alumni - Jürgen Belle
Jürgen Klaus
Horst Ammonn

Banquet - Jason Bortolussi
John Sharpe

Commerative Book - Jürgen Belle
Kevin Douglas

Advertising - Kevin Douglas
Brian Mortimer

Tournament - Steve Alb
Vicky Alb
Darrin Barrow
Karen Stone

Research - Jürgen Belle
Robert Dettlinger
Jürgen Klaus
Horst Ammonn

Desktop Publishing - Daniel S. Barrick

Printing - UWO Graphic Services

Archives & Collections
Contributors - Judy Ammonn 

Barbara Ammonn 
Horst Ammonn 
Joe Baum 
Hermann Belle 
Jürgen Belle 
Jürgen Klaus 
Günter Klaus 
Wolfgang Mueller 
GCFC archives
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German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 43

The balance of the seventies offered nothing but frustration for the 
'A' team. While fielding a formidable contender, they were left 
empty handed at the annual awards night. Our 'B' team fared better 
capturing the Third Division Championship in 1974, with Bill 
Clark being Sportsman of the Year recipient. The 'B' team was also 
Division Champions in 1977. 1979 was a memorable year. After 
many years of being a strong contender in the Ontario Cup the 'A' 
team, after defeating the 1978 Ontario Cup Champion, Ottawa, 
was able to advance to the Ontario Cup semi-final only to 
experience a heart breaking loss in overtime. The 'B' team finished 
2nd in Division 2 with brothers Gunter Klaus being the Golden 
Boot recipient and Jurgen Klaus receiving the Sportsman of the 
Year Award.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 64

German Canadian FC



1980s

Forfar Athletic playing against

German Canadian Selects
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Forfar Athletic playing against

German Canadian Selects

Germans 'A' 1986

Playoff Winners German Canadians 'A'
Division I Champions 1989

1986 Germans 'B'

Division II Playoff

Champions
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German Canadians forfar athletic

may 21, 1980

cove rd. field

german canadians

7:30 pm

exhibition

dieter
ronny
terry
marcus
jack
bobby
ralph
paul
dominic
les
guy
bobby
jÜrgen
paul
allan
craig
albert

wolter
kleuskens
marcoccia
macrae
sanza
miles
belle
ellison
mescia
rose
riccardi
thompson
belle (C) 
doughty
cornet
davidson
vANwyck

german Canadians

german Canadians

german Canadians

german Canadians

german Canadians

german Canadians

german Canadians

marconi

marconi

marconi

hungarians

hungarians

hungarians

hungarians

marconi

london scottish

olympians

1

2

4

7

10

13

17

3

5

11

8

6

15

22

9

12

14

ken turner german Canadians

simon sneekes german Canadians

2 5
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Who are these guys?
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Cleveland 1984Cleveland 1984
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German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 56

THE 1980s

The new decade showed much promise for the senior 
program. The youth program would eventually die out. 
Many of the older players transferred to the GCFC men's 
program and many of the younger players left the 
organization after the London & District Minor Soccer 
League established city boundaries. The effort to recruit 
new players within the set boundaries was futile and the 
youth program ceased to operate.

The GCFC was hoping to build on their 1979 Ontario Cup 
journey. The influx of young and new talented players, 
would allow the GCFC the ability to remain in the First 
Division, build strong supporting teams and strive to 
maintain a high caliber of soccer. The 'A' and 'B' teams 
were able to be strong contenders in their respective 
Divisions in the London and District Soccer League. 1980 
was a highlight year. In May the GCFC and Selects played 
an exhibition match against Forfar Athletic a team that 
played in a top flight division in Scotland. Following this 

the GCFC, for the first time in it's history was able tour 
Germany and play a number of exhibiton games against 
West German teams that had once played at Cove Road 
field. Teams such as SV Traisa 1911, SV Weingarten, 
Marburg, Düsseldorf SV, FC Cologne and to end the tour, 
Polizei SV Bremen. This adventure will forever be in the 
hearts and minds of those that went. To cap off 1980 the 
GCFC took one more trip, to sunny California. The intent 
was to play a number of exhibition matches against local 
German-American Clubs but alas this did not come to 
fruition, but a wonderful vacation was had by all.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 66
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German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 64

Over the winter of 1980-81 the GCFC had serious 
issues with their parent, the German Canadian Club. 
Failing to come to any resolution almost the entire 
GCFC organization ceased their affiliation to the 
German Canadian Club and left with all the players 
that helped build the FC over the past decade. The 
only players that remained were Juergen Belle and 
Bruce Kennedy. Juergen Belle inherited the FC 
Presidents position, which he holds to this present 
day and had the unenviable task of rebuilding the FC 
from the ground up. With the financial help of the 
German Canadian Club and an aggressive 
recruitment campaign by all members within the 
German Canadian Club the GCFC were able to field 
only one team for the 1981 campaign. The next few 
years were nothing but struggle and frustration with 
the GCFC not even being able to produce a 
formidable contender. The 'A' team wallowed at the 
bottom of their division and was eventually 
relegated to Division 2 after the 1983 season.

That all changed in 1984 when Max Gauss, who still 
had strong ties to the GCFC, negotiated and 
recruited a very promising talented group of 17-18 
year olds to play under the GCFC banner. This team 
was entered into the local LDYSL in the U19 
Division consisting of only 4 teams, German 
Canadians, London Portuguese, Wallaceburg, 
Delaware and Sarnia. In 1985 this team moved up to 
the U21 Division and consisted primarily of Laurier 
and Westminster High School players. Through 
these mid-80's these young players played 
enthusiastically in there division and made an 
immense contribution by helping the senior teams at 
the GCFC to achieve considerable accolades from 
1985 to 1989. Some of these players, Dave Hook, 
Paul Hook, George Rawski and Russ Donlan, can be 
seen to this day toiling as GCFC “Masters” in the 
local 35 + League.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 70
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LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER LEAGUE

1986 DIVISION I PLAYOFF CHAMPIONS

LONDON & DISTRICT SOCCER LEAGUE
GERMAN CANADIANS ‘B’

1986 DIVISION II CHAMPIONS & PLAY-OFF WINNERS
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WESTERN ONTARIO INDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE

1986 MASTERS PLAYOFF CHAMPIONS

WESTERN ONTARIO INDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE

1987 “MASTERS” LEAGUE CHAMPIONS, PLAY-OFF FINALISTS,
CUP FINALISTS, TOURNAMENT WINNERS
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German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 66

The 1985 season ended with the 'A' team promoted back to 
Division 1, having the 2nd least goals against, Division 2 
Play-off  Champions, Division 2 Cup Winners, Nick 
Grayson receiving the Golden Boot (18 goals), Shawn 
Rotteau (Golden Boot runner-up) and Ralph Belle named 
June “player of the month”. In 1986 the GCFC entered a 
'B' team into Division 2 and the rewards were finally 
evident after the earlier years of struggle. The newly 
formed 'B' team in only their first year was Division 2 
Champions and  Play-off Champions and Dave Grassie 
was the June 'Player of the month'. The 'A' team with a 
respectable 4th place finish in League play was Play-off 
Champions. 1987 had a down turn with the GCFC not able 
to field a 'B' team, but the 'A' team finished 4th in Division 
1 of the London & District Soccer League.

In the mid-80's to add diversity to the GCFC Juergen Belle 
established a 35+ 'Masters' program and this program 
began to thrive with many of the veterans from the GCFC 
teams finding the time to play in the Western Ontario 
Indoor Soccer League. This talented team was able to 
experience some very successful years becoming Play-off 
Champions in 1986. In addition the 'Masters' were 1987 
35+ Champions, Play-off finalists, Cup Finalists and 

WESTERN ONTARIO SOCCER LEAGUE

1989 DIVISION I CHAMPIONS
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Tournament winners. In 1989 Juergen Belle founded the 
Middlesex Masters Soccer League and entered a GCFC 
team in this seven team League.

1988 was a memorable year. This was the year that the 
GCFC became one of the founding members of the new 
Western Ontario Soccer League. This new League 
comprised of an amalgamation of teams from the London 
& District and Inter-County Soccer Leagues resulting in a 
record number of teams participating in an 'open' men's 
league. The GCFC continued to gain strength recruiting 
ever more talented players, incorporating intense practice 
sessions which resulted in a 3rd place finish. This intense 
program produced a team that for the entire 1989 season 
fought for top honours with Delhi and Sarnia Bluewater. 
The Division 1 Championship came down to the last few 
minutes of the 2nd half of last game of the season against 
Delhi, in Delhi, when Dave Hook scored the tie goal 
allowing the German Canadians to capture the Division 1 
Championship! An absolutely amazing finish to a turbulent 
decade!!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 72



1990s
Middlesex Masters SL

1990 League Champions

Asif Isic Captures 1998 WOSL

Division III G
olden Boot

Jürgen Belle1990 WOSL Sportsman

Of The Year Recipient
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German Canadians Defeat
London Serbs in Playoff Final



German Canadian FC - History
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THE 1990s

This decade started with much promise. The German 
Canadians 'A' team was in the Premier Division for the 
first time. The task at hand was to compete at a level that 
would allow the GCFC to stay in the Premier Division all 
the while recruiting players that would maintain this level. 
This was very difficult to do. There was no depth in the 
GCFC with supporting teams in the lower divisions and a 
non-existent youth program. This resulted in a very 
difficult 1990 season with the German Canadians finishing 
just out of the relegation zone. Without this strong 
development program in place the German Canadians 
were eventually relegated back to Division 1 in 1991. This 
did not sit well with many of the 'A' team players and 
added to this, a perception that the parent, German 
Canadian Club, was non supportive resulted in a mass 
exodus from the GCFC. This decimation caused the 'A' 

team to struggle immensely and they were finally relegated 
to Division 2 in 1994. The struggle continued from 1995 to 
1997. With a re-alignment of the Western Ontario Soccer 
League, and poor performance, the German Canadians 
were relegated once more, to Division 3, for the 1998 
season. 1998 was another successful year with the German 
Canadians finishing 2nd in their division, winning the 
Division 3 West play-off final and Asif Isic, the oldest 
player on the team at 40+, capturing the Golden Boot 
Award. The league again restructured and this enabled the 
German Canadian to win a spot in Division 2 for the 1999 
season. The German Canadians ended the decade with a 
respectable 4th place finish and a very positive outlook for 
the upcoming new Millennium.

The GCFC “Masters” program throughout the decade 
thrived and competed well in the Middlesex Masters 
Soccer League. The highlight of the decade for the “old 
boys” was winning the League Championship in 1990.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 76 
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Contact us for all your legal matters.
We also specialize in Wills, Estates, Real Estate, & German Pensions.



MIDDLESEX MASTERS SOCCER LEAGUE

1990 LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
RUPPE TRAVEL (GERMAN CANADIAN S.C.)
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WESTERN ONTARIO SOCCER LEAGUE

1998 DIVISION III PLAY-OFF CHAMPIONS



19981998
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75 Years of Success and Enjoyment - hope it wasn't too taxing!



2000s

Builder/Founder

Markus "Max" Gauss

Inducted Into London

Sports Hall of Fame

Hermann Belle Inducted

Into WOSL Hall of Fame

Steve Alb Division I

2008 MMSL Golden

Boot Recipient

GCFC Division I Ladies
Win Division I Cup

MMSL Germans
Capture Division II

Championship

GCFC LadiesCapture LAWSL 2006

Division II Championship

and Division II Cup

Alb Captures

2006 MMSL Golden

Boot (Division II)

75

German Canadians

Win 2006 Windsor

Co-Ed Tourney

German Canadians

2008 Co-Ed Tourney

Winners



CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 75TH
ANNIVERSARY AND BEST WISHES
AND CONTINUED SUCCESS FOR
THE FUTURE

German Canadian FC - History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 72

THE NEW MILLENIUM

The demand for quality soccer venues in the City of 
London increased to epidemic proportion. Cove Road 
Field being one of the premier fields in London and being 
extensively used, with a thirty year old flood lights 
required a major refurbishment. The German Canadian 
Club, under the Presidency of Ed Henke, negotiated a large 
grant from the City of London which allowed the 
installation of new floodlights increasing the illumination 
of the field many times over. This resulted in the Cove 
Road Field having the highest number of requests for its 
use.  It was home to many amateur games, top flight 
games including television broadcasts.

From 2000 – 2004 the German Canadians competed well 
in Division 2 of the Western Ontario Soccer League, but 
did not benefit at the year end awards presentations. In the 
latter part of this period internal team strife created an 
atmosphere that resulted in many players not enjoying 
their participation with the team. Eventually a number of 
the veterans who were the foundation of the team decided 
to leave. 2004 was the last time that a German Canadian 
'A' team competed in the open men's League. After six 
months of aggressive campaigning, recruitment drive and 
searching for players with the talent to compete at this 
level the GCFC had to terminate the competitive program.

The “Masters” program continued to thrive and grow. In 
2001 a German Canadians 'B' team was entered in the 
MMSL followed by a 'C' team in 2006 and a 'D' team in 
2008.

Since 2003, an atmosphere of revitalization and growth 
has happened.  There has been the return of youth teams to 
the club at the competitive level, the introduction and 
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expansion of a women's program, and significant growth 
in the men's masters program.  Soccer is alive and thriving 
at the German Canadian Football Club.

The youth program now consists of three teams; two boy's 
u10 teams and a boy's u12 team.  A mini field has been 
built to allow all our teams to play home games at the 
German Canadian Club and created a sense of belonging 
within the organization.  There is a solid group of 
dedicated coaches and volunteers who look to build the 
future of the club through our youth.

The women's program has enjoyed much success in its 
rapid growth.  The inaugural team in 2006 won the league 
and the cup and was promoted to the first division.  The 
team continued its success by finishing second in the first 
division earning a spot in the premier division of the 
league.  The club now boasts a women's premier team and 
two second division teams and a master's team who are all 
getting good results. 

The men's program has grown to four teams in the 
Middlesex Masters Soccer League which is unparalleled 
by any other club in the region.  The success and 
enjoyment of playing for the German Canadian FC 
continues to attract new players to our organization.  

We are proud to be a part of the 75 year history of the club 
and see many good things on the road ahead!  



Builder/Founder Legend 
Markus "Max" Gauss 

Max Gauss didn't gain the reputation 
as the Godfather of London soccer by 
accident. He earned the title the hard 
way as a driving force behind the 
development of the sport and in 
particular, of the London City 
professional team. 

Max has been the only president that 
City has ever known assuming the 
position when the club was first 
formed on Valentine's Day in 1973. 

Born in Filipovo in the former country 
of Yugoslavia on December 23, 1929, 
he learned his soccer in his hometown 
of Stuttgart, Germany where he was a 
prominent amateur defender. He came 
to Canada in 1958 landing in Montreal 
with a brief stop in Winnipeg before 
settling in London where he 
established a successful masonry 
construction business. 

His love affair with London soccer 
began in 1958-59 as manager-coach of 
the German Canadians team in the old 
London and District Soccer League 
which is now known as the Western 
Ontario Soccer League. Max moved 
on to become cofounder and GM of 
the German Canadians entry in the 
National Soccer League in 1969 and 
continued the position through 1972. 
In 1973 the club became London City, 
which today is the longest lasting 
professional soccer franchise in North 
America. 
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As a point of distinction, he is only 
one of two persons who have been a 
governor of the NSL, the Canadian 
National Soccer League, Canadian 
Professional Soccer League and the 
Canadian Soccer League of which 
London City is a current member . 

Max is also responsible over the 
years for bringing some of the 
leading European teams to London 
for exhibition touring games. 
Included was an appearance by the 
famous Diego Maradona when he 

was at the height of his career in 
1996. 

Son Harry is the current London City 
operator and GM but it was Max who 
is the catalyst behind the team's 
success. That the team is the oldest 
surviving professional club in North 
America is a tribute to Max's 
foresight and financial support. 

Max was inducted into the Western 
Ontario Soccer League hall of fame 
in 2005. The London Sports Hall of 
Fame is proud to open its doors to 
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Western Ontario Soccer League Hall Of 
Fame Salutes Herman Belle

When Hermann Belle came to London in 1956 one of his 
goals was to find a football club so he could play the sport 
he loved. When a mass exodus of German Canadian 
players occurred in this year Hermann immediately was 
one of the players that stayed behind and was one of the 
driving forces to rebuild the German Canadian FC. In 
addition to rebuilding the FC he played competitively until 
1963 in the original London and District Soccer 
Association. During his active playing years he was on the 
League Championship team of 1961, 62 and 63 including 
the capture of the prestigious City Cup in 1962. He also 
was involved in helping the Germans Canadians win the 
hard fought for International Cup three times in five years. 
After sustaining a serious knee injury which prevented him 
from playing from 1963 to 1967, Hermann continued to 
contribute to the successes of German Canadian FC by 
becoming an executive member of the Soccer council, and 
he was its President for many years.  During these years he 
was one of the principals in building a youth system within 
the GCFC that was eventually represented in every age 
division, something that no other club in London was able 
to do at this time. The German Canadian FC also 
established a men's “B” team to compete in Division 2. 
During this entire period Hermann administered, was both 
player and coach with the men's “B” team, coach of the 
men's “A” team, as well as coach for the pee-wee and 
bantam teams in the youth program. The list of 
accomplishments under Hermann Belle's leadership is 

lengthy: Division 2 
Champions in 1964 and 
1966, City Cup winner 
1965, Sinosic and 
Schaeffer Cups 1966, 
Cresswell Cup 1973, 
Division 2 Champions 
1972, and Division 3 
Champions in both 1974 
and 1977. 

In 1980 Hermann 
passed all administrative 
responsibilities of the 
GCFC to a new 
generation. Hermann 
continually remained involved in the activities of the 
German Canadians as a mentor and advisor of the 
coaching staff of the men's teams. 

In his golden years you will quite probably see Hermann 
at Cove Road field. Whether it is at a CSL, Masters, 
Women's or youth game he will always find time to watch 
and talk about his favorite game, “football.”

For his many contributions to the game of “football” in the 
City of London as a player, coach, and administrator for 
one of the longest operating Football Clubs in London 
Hermann Belle was inducted in 2006 into the Western 
Ontario Soccer League Hall of Fame.

519-435-1197 717 Richmond St.



WOSL 2002 ‘A’ TeamWOSL 2002 ‘A’ Team

2002 Alumni Day2002 Alumni Day
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MIDDLESEX MASTERS SOCCER LEAGUE

2006 DIVISION II CHAMPIONS
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2006 WINDSOR CO-ED

2006 TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS
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2007 LAWSL

DIVISION II LEAGUE & CUP CHAMPIONS
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Not the end. . .
but looking ahead

to the next 75 years!
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